Education

even contemplate it as to be aimed at, must be false in
the very nature of things.

Our modern public educational system does, however,
make one exception in the uniformity of its treatment.
That exception is not, as an observer from another planet
might have supposed it could be, to devote special atten-
tion to the more gifted children so as to make the most of
unusual abilities. It is on the contrary an exceptional
treatment for the half-witted, upon whom is lavished a
care and attention which they of all children least deserve
and can least profit by. Here we trace the dominance of
the sentimentality of the crowd, not of the wisdom of the
wise. For the crowd, which would regard all units as
alike, resents the intellectual inequalities which nature
decrees at birth, fearing in each superior individual a
restive crowd-unit, but it has no corresponding dread of
the half-witted and can satisfy its sentimentality by
according them exceptional advantages without danger
to itself.

The crowd, looking to its own continued existence
throughout a far longer period than the span of human
life, regards education as the process whereby the new gen-
eration is to be made in its own likeness and to continue
its own immediate aspirations. The Church desires to
fashion the young into future Churchmen, the Noncon-
formists into future Nonconformists, Socialists into
Socialists, squires into squires, liberals into liberals, tories
into tories, and the whole nation acclaims the wisdom of
bending all efforts to fashion each and all into what are
called "good citizens." Hence the struggle on the part
of various crowds to retain the right of polarising the
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